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From the President's Corner, June 6, 2009 
Subject: Spring/Summer Report  
 
Dear Leftwich Historical Association members, past and current, 
 
Time has flown by since we gathered for our annual reunion last October in Annapolis, MD.  The 
venue was our first reunion outside the Leftwich home state of Virginia.  The LHA Board Members 
felt to properly honor LtCol. William Groom Leftwich, Jr., that the Memorial Service would best be 
served at the U.S. Naval Academy, where the honoree went to school.  We had a great turnout as you 
will see by the group photo in the Spring/Summer issue of The Leftwich Heritage. Everyone who   
attended was very moved by the service.  The tribute given by Scott Leftwich, Col. Leftwich’s younger  
son brought tears to our eyes. You may order the professional DVD of the proceedings.  The group 
photograph is also available at www.mike@leftwich.org.   Howard Thurman, the new editor of 
The Leftwich Heritage, has included a full report in the issue on the reunion. 
 
Our spring board meeting was held May 2nd in Nashville, TN, an area rich in Leftwich history.  There 
will be more on that in our 2010 issue of the LHA Journal.  The board members present were Sally 
Kneifel, Sandra Shell, Mike Starr, Shirley Greer and Howard Thurman. Various reports were given by 
each.  Mike Starr, Treasurer, reported that thanks to members paying their dues, we have money in the 
bank.  Shirley Greer, Membership Chair, reported the LHA has garnered 7 new members since the 
reunion.  Three members have passed away recently, namely Harry Tyler, Lillian Piland, and Ray 
Nance.  Dow Nichol sent his report on the latest information on the Desk Based Assessment Survey at 
the site of Leftwich Old Hall which I read to the Board.  More details will be forthcoming on this later.  
Howard Thurman reported that the June issue is 99% ready for the printer.   
 
Lillian Piland suggested at an earlier time that we have a section on our web site entitled LEFTWICH 
HAPPENINGS, to be updated monthly, in which members email Mike Starr with information 
regarding any Leftwich occasion (i.e. births, deaths, marriages, military service, local Leftwich 
reunions, etc.). This would be updated monthly and reported annually in the LHA Journal.  Mike Starr 
is also going to set up a chat room on the web site (for members only) to aid in family line research, as 
well as to get better acquainted with Leftwich cousins you’ve met at the reunions, and with those 
you’ve yet to meet.  Karyl Warren, who is in charge of the Leftwich Store, wants items made by 
Leftwichs or connected to Leftwich history brought to the reunion by members to sell.  The price of 
each item will include a donation to the LHA.  In partnership with the LHA, George Leftwich, past 
Treasurer, is assembling a Leftwich family database that will include living Leftwichs.  This 
information will be located on the web site in the Members Only privacy-protected section which 
requires the password to enter.   
 
A motion was made by Mike Starr to honor Lillian Piland’s lifetime contributions to the Leftwich 
family history by creating an annual LILLIAN PILAND HALL OF FAME AWARD to go to the 
person most deserving for outstanding contributions to preserving and promoting Leftwich history.   
 



 
 
 
 
The recipient would be selected by the Board Members and the award would be presented at the fall 
reunion.  Sandra Shell, Vice President, updated the members on the October reunion, which will be 
held at Natural Bridge, VA. October 9.10, and 11, 2009.  Rooms are limited so reserve yours right 
away to make sure you have accommodations.  See the Journal for details.  
 
REGARDING THE OCTOBER REUNION:   We heard last October that it was the best reunion ever; 
but we are working hard to make everyone feel the same way next October.  For me personally, every 
reunion I have attended has seemed the best ever.  This is because when you come and meet all your 
charming Leftwich cousins, and find out what a great bunch of people they are, you feel truly enriched 
when you head for home.  Sandra has worked hard on the arrangements to make sure they are pleasing 
to every age.  But what REALLY makes the reunions stand out are the PEOPLE WHO ATTEND.  So 
I encourage all of you to make every effort to be there.  Natural Bridge, a historic landmark, is truly 
beautiful with fall colors and a GREAT PLACE for kids to have fun.  There are lots to do for all ages 
including live caverns, a wax museum and factory tour, a haunted monster museum (called one of the 
“seven WEIRD wonders of Virginia”).  There’s even a replica of Stonehenge made out of Styrofoam.  
You can check the area out for yourself at www.naturalbridgeva.com.  It’s a great spot for everyone.  
BRING YOUR KIDS AND GRAND KIDS.  Our Ice Cream Social on Friday night was so successful 
last October, we are repeating it.  And Saturday night’s banquet is an Old Fashioned Barbeque 
(indoors) with special entertainment to follow.  YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS REUNION. 
 
REUNION HIGHLIGHT: A special treat is our reunion program speaker, Bill Leftwich, older son of 
Lt.Col William Groom Leftwich, Jr., brother of Scott.  Bill Leftwich is a historian and graduate of 
VMI.  He relate the history of VMI, his experiences there and the Leftwich connections..  Lexington, 
VA, where the school is located, is only 15 minutes from Natural Bridge. 
 
Saturday afternoon is free to explore the Lexington area.  The entire downtown is listed on the State 
and National Registers of Historic Places (www.lexingtonvirginia.com).  You have many choices there 
depending on your interests.  A good way to find out what’s available is to sign up for a one hour 
carriage tour of the town. Carriage rides must be reserved with Sandra Shell, $12 each person. Times 
and seats are limited. Or you may prefer to enjoy the outdoor beauty of Natural Bridge. 
 
As more and more Leftwichs in the upper age bracket check out for Heaven, it becomes more and 
more important to attend each reunion in order to experience the history and stories the elder Leftwichs 
have to share.  To pass on the importance of Leftwich history to your children and grandchildren, you 
should do your best to bring them to meet other Leftwichs and to find out family reunions are fun.  So, 
I am looking forward to seeing old (not in age) faces and new ones next October.   
 
Warmest regards, 

���������	
����
President 
 
P.S. IF YOU’VE LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP DROP, A $15.00 CHECK TO SHIRLEY GREE R 
WILL GET YOU THE 2009 SPRING/SUMMER ISSUE OF THE LEFTWICH HERITAGE 
WITH ALL THE LEFTWICH HAPPENINGS OF THE PAST YEAR AND THE REUNIO N 
INFO FOR NEXT FALL.  Make your check out to LHA, send it to Shirley Greer, Membership 
Chair, 16522 Patrick Henry Highway, Roseland, VA  22967.  You’ll be GLAD you did! 
     


