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From the President's Corner, August 10 2009 
Subject: October reunion 
 
Dear Leftwich cousins and family members, 
 
REGISTRATION INFO: Hi, everyone, I hope you all are enjoying the summer months as much as I 
am.  However, in the process, I totally forgot to register for the upcoming Reunion Adventure of 2009 
at Natural Bridge.  The deadline to sign up is just a month away, September 9th.  If you are planning to 
go but have not registered as yet, PLEASE SIGN UP. To keep our poor frazzled registrar, Ann 
Finkenstaedt, from pulling out her hair, trying to accommodate everyone’s last minute attempts to 
become part of the reunion, PLEASE CONTACT ANN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  We understand 
that sometimes last minute bookings are impossible to avoid, just do your best is all we ask. If you 
need additional signup sheets, contact Ann at annfink@sbcglobal.net  
   
HOTEL INFO:  Sandra Shell, our Reunion Coordinator, was able to tie up a VERY limited number of 
rooms at the discounted Leftwich rate  Therefore, those of you who have not yet reserved your room 
for your own sake, you should do so AS SOON AS YOU CAN. All it takes to hold a room is to call 
the hotel toll free at 800 533 1410. Give your credit card number and be sure to mention the Leftwich 
reunion. Because of the fall colors, rooms are in high demand. DON’T WAIT AND MISS OUT ON A 
ROOM AT THE DISCOUNTED RATE.  
 
REUNION UPDATE:  Our speaker program consists of one of our Leftwich family members, Bill 
Leftwich, son of  Lt.Col William Groom Leftwich, who we honored last year at Annapolis, and brother 
of Scott Leftwich who gave a tribute to his father in the Memorial Service there..  Bill Leftwich 
attended Virginia Military Institute in nearby Lexington and he, a student and lover of history, will 
share with us his experiences at VMI, as well as the Leftwich history there and interesting sidelights 
about the town of Lexington, where you will visit Saturday afternoon. 
 
For your enjoyment, Sandra Shell has booked a highly recommended band for our Saturday night 
entertainment.  They will be delighting you with “hill-billy”/mountain music for two hours following 
our Saturday evening banquet.  This will be lots of good ole “down home” fun, with a sing-a-long for 
those of you who like to sing. 
 
This is going to be a memorable reunion where you will leave for home with new Leftwich cousins as 
friends and a greater feeling of connection to a family whose history goes back to Normandy in France 
where our ancestor Sir Richard de Vernon crossed the Channel with William the Conqueror in 1066. 
So if you had not planned on coming up to now, JUMP IN AND JOIN US FOR A FUN WEEKEND. 
 
Your President,  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGARDING THE OCTOBER REUNION:   We heard last October that it was the best reunion ever; 
but we are working hard to make everyone feel the same way next October.  For me personally, every 
reunion I have attended has seemed the best ever.  This is because when you come and meet all your 
charming Leftwich cousins, and find out what a great bunch of people they are, you feel truly enriched 
when you head for home.  Sandra has worked hard on the arrangements to make sure they are pleasing 
to every age.  But what REALLY makes the reunions stand out are the PEOPLE WHO ATTEND.  So 
I encourage all of you to make every effort to be there.  Natural Bridge, a historic landmark, is truly 
beautiful with fall colors and a GREAT PLACE for kids to have fun.  There are lots to do for all ages 
including live caverns, a wax museum and factory tour, a haunted monster museum (called one of the 
“seven WEIRD wonders of Virginia”).  There’s even a replica of Stonehenge made out of Styrofoam.  
You can check the area out for yourself at www.naturalbridgeva.com.  It’s a great spot for everyone.  
BRING YOUR KIDS AND GRAND KIDS.  Our Ice Cream Social on Friday night was so successful 
last October, we are repeating it.  And Saturday night’s banquet is an Old Fashioned Barbeque 
(indoors) with special entertainment to follow.  YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS REUNION. 
 
REUNION HIGHLIGHT: A special treat is our reunion program speaker, Bill Leftwich, older son of 
Lt.Col William Groom Leftwich, Jr., brother of Scott.  Bill Leftwich is a historian and graduate of 
VMI.  He will relate the history of VMI, his experiences there and the Leftwich connections..  
Lexington, VA, where the school is located, is only 15 minutes from Natural Bridge. 
 
Saturday afternoon is free to explore the Lexington area.  The entire downtown is listed on the State 
and National Registers of Historic Places (www.lexingtonvirginia.com).  You have many choices there 
depending on your interests.  A good way to find out what’s available is to sign up for a one hour 
carriage tour of the town. Carriage rides must be reserved with Sandra Shell, the fee is included in your 
registration fee.. Times and seats are limited. 
 
As more and more Leftwichs in the upper age bracket check out for Heaven, it becomes more and 
more important to attend each reunion in order to experience the history and stories the elder Leftwichs 
have to share.  To pass on the importance of Leftwich history to your children and grandchildren, you 
should do your best to bring them to meet other Leftwichs and to find out family reunions are fun.  So, 
I am looking forward to seeing old (not in age) faces and new ones next October.   
 
Warmest regards, 

���������	
����
President 
 
P.S. IF YOU’VE LET YOUR MEMBERSHIP DROP, A $15.00 CHECK TO SHIRLEY GREE R 
WILL GET YOU THE 2009 SPRING/SUMMER ISSUE OF THE LEFTWICH HERITAGE 
WITH ALL THE LEFTWICH HAPPENINGS OF THE PAST YEAR AND THE REUNIO N 
INFO FOR NEXT FALL.  Make your check out to LHA, send it to Shirley Greer, Membership 
Chair, 16522 Patrick Henry Highway, Roseland, VA  22967.  You’ll be GLAD you did! 
     


